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Qualitative research methodology informed by
grounded theory was the foundation chosen to
achieve the aims of this study. Different kinds of
qualitative data collection methods were applied
such as observation of participants, teacher group
interviews, individual teacher interviews, student
focus group interviews, maintaining a researcher’s
diary and observations from teachers’ presentations.

1. to promote the quality teaching of Omani
mathematics teachers using Productive Pedagogies
as a framework for quality teaching and reflection
by them on their practice.

2. to investigate the development of teachers’
understanding and their ability to implement the
framework in their mathematics classrooms.

3. to determine the benefits and challenges
experienced by those teachers and to explore
students’ conceptions on the change in pedagogy
in their mathematics classrooms

4. to examine the appropriateness of implementing
the framework in the educational system of
Sultanate of Oman.

Using Productive Pedagogies as a framework
for Promoting the Quality Teaching of Omani
Mathematics Teachers.
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Productive Pedagogies, Promoting, Quality Teaching.

Two groups of six Omani mathematics women
teachers who taught in Cycle Two Schools (grades
5-12) in the academic year 2011/2012 volunteered
to participate in this program. Four teachers taught
grade 10 (student age 13 years old) and the other two
teachers taught grade 7 (student age 16 years old).



More opportunities of support from schools to be
contituted as reflective communities can enhance
the implementation of Productive Pedagogies
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Mathematicsteachersdeveloped newunderstanding
and ability to implement Productive Pedagogies
in their mathematics teaching within three stages:

and can promote professional dialogue around
its value.

preparation, developing and consolidation.

2. Theyidentified the value of Productive Pedagogies as
a guide that guides their preparation of mathematics
lessons and informs the underlying basis of future
development in their teaching practices.
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3. They pointed to some of the challenges that limited
their best efforts to implement Productive Pedagogies.

4. The participants raised some theoretical questions
around the meaning of the pedagogical element
of cultural knowledge (an element of working
and valuing difference dimension) to the Omani
educational context.

1. To use the Productive Pedagogies framework
in pre-service teacher preparation as a standard
language to talk about in teaching.

2. The need for an integrated in-school professional
development program to help teachers to
implement the teaching practices within the
classroom context and to open opportunities for
them to build substantive conversations about
their teaching practices based on the dimensions
of Productive Pedagogies
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What are the students’ attitudes towards the use of
Question-Answer Relationships (QARs) Strategy in
reading classes?

. There is statistically significant difference be-
tween the learners' achievement in the experi-
mental and control group in favour of the ex-
perimental group who used QARs strategy in
reading classes.

. The students in the experimental group have a
positive attitude towards QARs strategy in read-
ing classes.

. This study was conducted with a small sample ,
only from one school in Al-Dhahira governorate,
researchers can enlarge the sample and popula-
tion of this study to make their results more valid
and reliable.

. A longitudinal study is required to see the ef-
fects of the QARSs strategy on L2 learners' stage
of reading development from kindergarten to
higher grades.
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The Effect of Question-Answer Relationships
(QARs) Strategy on the Reading Comprehension of
Omani Female EFL Grade Ten Students.
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QARs, reading comprehension, Question-Answer
Relationship

Reading Comprehension Test, Questionnaire about
students' attitude towards QARs, QARs Manual

1. What is the effect of Question-Answer Relation-
ships (QARs) Strategy on Omani female EFL grade
ten students’ reading comprehension?
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3. The present study used two instruments , a read-
ing comprehension test to measure the effect of
QARs in developing students' reading compre-
hension and an attitude questionnaire to measure
the attitudes of the students in the experimental
group towards QARS in reading classes. Collect-
ing qualitative data using interview, observations
and reflections notes from students and teachers
to enrich the students.

1. To utilize reading strategies in reading lesson.

_ cald | Ol y5ae
2. to compose questions that target students' higher

o e Balaiaw ¥ Lasdd
order thinking . ,
JASI N2 Ayt
3. Train students to read texts and compose various Tyl

questions about the text.
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3. Is there a statistically significant difference
between grade four and grade ten in their use of
spelling learning strategies?

The results support the underlying basic foundation
regarding the overlapping waves theory in which students
use multiple strategies at the same time when learning
to spell. In general, students reported a moderate-use of
spelling learning strategies by both grades four and ten. Both
grades reported the use of all spelling learning strategies to
a certain degree. There was a shift in the use of multiple
strategies by students. According to the overlapping waves
theory, children shift the use of a strategy to another
strategy from time to time. In the current study, grade four
students reported the use of the same strategies as grade ten
but there was a difference in the degree of the usage from
most frequently used to less frequently used ones.

Based on the results of the study a number of
recommendations are made regarding the spelling
learning strategies. These are targeted towards the
Ministry of Education, EFL teachers and supervisors
but there are also some recommendations for further
research studies. Regarding recommendations related
to the Ministry of Education, the ministry should
conduct in-service training workshops for teachers and
provide them with the skills for introducing new and
more advanced spelling learning strategies to students
that may help them retrieve spelling of words quickly
and correctly.

Investigating spelling strategies of Grades four
and grade ten Omani EFL student.
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Spelling strategies, Overlapping waves, sounding
out, visual checking strategies.
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1. What spelling learning strategies are most
frequently used by grade four Omani students?

2. What spelling learning  strategies are most
frequently used by grade ten Omani students?
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Furthermore, it could involve students in identifying
their preferred ways to learn spelling and to
contribute to establish focused spelling sessions.
The recommendations that are related to EFL
teachers and supervisors involve several practical
considerations, for instance, Omani teachers should
create opportunities for students to practice and
investigate the best way to learn spelling through the
introduction of various and suitable strategies.

Ll 2 Ol yw Y Cads g3

In addition, teachers should raise students’
consciousness by designing classroom instructions
involving various spelling learning strategies.
Supervisors should give the senior teachers and
teachers time to plan spelling sessions in which they
can introduce more advanced spelling strategies and
train students to use them in and outside classes to
become more self-directed students and independent
learners. In the last part, recommendations related
to further research suggest that more studies are
required to actually measure and observe the most
effective spelling strategies that help students learn
the spelling of words and retrieve the words’ spellings.
Further studies could implement the questionnaire
to other regions in the Sultanate of Oman and it is
of great importance to see the reported strategies
used to learn spelling among students from different
places in Oman.
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1. To explore the existing strategies that teachers
use to enhance EFL reading comprehension in
primary grades.

2. To meet this aim the following questions will be
examined:

3. What does research suggest about the teaching
strategies that teachers use to enhance EFL read-
ing comprehension in primary grades?

4. Having evaluated the current major strategies,
which of these strategies will be more appropri-
ate for reading comprehension in my curriculum.

The analysis of the emerged findings found that
strategy instruction, cooperative learning, read
aloud, strategies related to motivation, independent
reading and graphic organizer were the strategies that
teachers used to improve reading comprehension.

1. dominant need for adopting these strategies in
teaching EFL reading comprehension and the
importance of understanding how to implement
these strategies appropriately in a line with stu-
dents’ needs and curriculum requirements.

Teaching strategies to improve reading
comprehension in primary grades: A systematic
appraisal of implication for foreign language
curriculum.
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I used systematic appraisal which means to locate,
appraise and synthesise the best available evidence
relating to specific research question to provide
informative and evidence based answers.

In systematic appraisal, search strategy is used
as a method using PICO model (populations,
intervention, comparison, outcomes).
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2. Future research implication called for conduct-
ing systematic review in teaching strategies in-
cluding qualitative studies and focusing on one
context or country.

3. Provide sufficient training for EFL teachers to
incorporate some of these strategies into their
curriculum in a way that meet students’ needs
and abilities.
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Examining if there are significant differences
between educational managers’ in MOE Head-
quarters (MOE HQ) and Regional General Di-
rectorates (RGD) with regard to the possession
of leadership competencies.

Understanding the training approaches adapted
for training educational managers.

Investigating the training programmes effects on
educational managers.

Examining the challenges faced by training pro-
grammers in MOE.

The quantitative results of the study proved that
the tested measurement model was adequate for
the data.

There were no significant differences in the com-

petence levels between educational managers
working in the Headquarter of MOE and those in
the Educational Regional Directorates.

The percentage of educational managers who at-
tended training programmes during the financial
years from 2010 to 2013 varied from 4.7% to
27.9%.

The Directorate-General of Human Resource Devel-
opment was undertaking intensive efforts in distrib-
uting training culture among MOE staff.
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The characteristics of selected training

programmes and leadership competencies for

educational managers in the ministry of education
in the sultanate of Oman.
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The characteristics of training programmes -
Leadership competencies - Educational Managers

Educational Managers

Questionnaires and interview guides

1. Exploring the educational managers’ perception
of characteristics of training programmes in the
MOE.

2. Finding the all five-leadership competencies of
educational managers in MOE.
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Trainers can be developed through exchange vis-
its, attending conferences such as the Global Train-
ing ATD, and exposing trainers to other training
schools like the Japanese, Korean and Malaysian.

The characteristics and the effectiveness model
for manager programmes in other civil minis-
tries.

The Educational manager competencies model
(EDUMAC), in the Sultanate of Oman: Percep-
tions of employees at the MoE.

Evaluation of the proposed educational manager
training map, recommended in the study based
on the results of (EDUMAC).

Programmes can use ROI to evaluate perfor-
mance level.

The continuation of this research to compare be-
tween different training methods and their role
in applying knowledge, skills and attitude in
work environment.

All the characteristics of training programmes
were available, but 78% of those interviewed
were not satisfied with the training approaches
and methods adopted by the trainers.

The trainees were satisfied with the suitability
and adequateness of training techniques, train-
ing aids and training resources.

The training programmes in MoE had drawbacks
such as ineffective needs analysis, a mismatch
between training content and the implementa-
tion period.

The questionaire was the only tool used to evaluate
the training programmes conducted at the end of
the programme, unsuitability of infrastructure and
lack of management support.

The training specialists update their courses with
new skills and the knowledge related to their spe-
cific fields and to training, in general.

The training should be based on various resourc-
es and can be internal or external. Moreover, the
training specialists need to practise their skills and
their knowledge to help them to develop.

There is a need to prepare specific criteria for the
selection of qualified trainers with experience,
qualifications and skills training.
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4. Continuity of best approximations how do best
approximations in K to x vary as a function of x?

5. Computation of best approximations: What algo-
rithms are available for the actual computation of
best approximations?

6. Error of approximations: Can one compute the
distance from x to K or at least get good upper
and/or lower bounds on this distance?
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1. Existence of best approximations: When is it true
that each x in X has a best approximation in K?

2. Uniqueness of best approximations: When is it true
that each x in X has a unique best approximation in K?

3. Characterization of best approximations: How
does one recognize which elements in K are best
approximations to x?
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SPACERS IN THE BACKBONE

Y
A yoe WL L gl Aadlmes melailly Ao y5ll Zolall Ayt

(Y ) b ¥ gttt Lo

. sumaih.suliman@moe.om

Obes Adalu ( yugild GlUaludf Aasls

pYeVY

daolons dewcdi )1 4GS g A yied ) 319t Aeeiid dalall &yl ASe

amdall (Jodomd 3}.@:;‘ (0 jmirmt 3 gun (A gune Sloie (LS je

AiliasS 9 oS Aolindt Al ya Slea ddcnnd | dad Y Hlga (S pad !

Jeen (M3 OLS 50 (30 Ac gammo ol dwlyrg judd N
O3 148 gasma e A giod | (pa ISIW I LS g Zaslan ] & gSclecd
AL AT Ol ) 39 LS po Ao puidas @3 (oSLATH



dreoll Olagbll Glailo Jua
AY Y b Hls ¥

p9-a3 (M3, M4) S 10 O gl iliauS g pgSI1 Skt .8

Ly deuse e JIa ddee Ll @3 duuSe J1305 1 ddony

oS ¥ ola gt ts g (g IS Y J1555 | Aclee (Aot | S
.QL@}:;-..U):-J‘JL&I'Y!&»

Ao game o A gintl (IS A GLE 2 pgco I Sl
890 da 5,0 p g b pscaiay Ada U LA (o !
NEXER (BAERBURLPTRTUN (PRI PP (L LE

e A gt uISIN AGUS 2 o 1) oS pe Ll
VN PUPPICTIR [FURLTRP U T (L1 (FARESW [P POV
S e Jie LS 581 S e 98T g S 9 ST AL 0900
.o gmtal 10

e @ gt ol ¥ 26156,6- oS ;0 JDFT Gl s, 1 £
it o1 i 2085 U1 LAY (yant st 22 e gama
ol @l @8 ST 59Uy S0 90 ST (5 059ty dadi L

Sle Aal=tl Jwoigall2 dcealuida yg o O, 8N aed Lo
AGLEY (3 5 Sl g (I (s 9.5 9 o S S

Adle g Ad gag Adme COISe 2 Anw g0 B ) guas Al yud ) 5l
AP it 2 Lgude J guammt | @ 30 Ayl | S Gl




The applied assessment tool, which is completing
the generic task, is not appropriate.

There is a call for removing the generic task from
40% of participants.

Students should not be graded for their extensive
reading so they can focus on developing their
skills rather than completing the generic task.

The generic task doses not encourage students to
read for pleasure. 80% of the participants have
this attitude.

The generic task puts a lot of pressure on students.

The following recommendations are offered
as practical steps that all parties related to the
application of extensive reading programmes in
Oman can use.

Increase students’ awareness of the advantages of
extensive reading.

Develop some criteria that promote students’
reading habits.

Conduct conferences and hold forums where teachers
can share their thoughts about how to improve the
effectiveness of extensive reading tasks.

Prepare an appropriate environment for students
to read in extensively. 67
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How to improve the effectiveness of Extensive
Reading task Applied by Ministry of Education in
Oman year (11-12).
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1. What are the effective ways to use ER with low-

er-achievers and high-achievers to develop their
proficiency?

2. What are the steps that teachers can apply to pre-
pare students for the ER activities?

3. How to assess ER tasks?
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6. Adopt new assessment tools that measure
students’ performance and at the same time do
not affect the reading process.

7. Provide learning resource centres in schools
with appealing reading materials that encourage
students to read extensively.

8. Code reading materials in a way that helps each
student read what suits his/her proficiency level.

9. Hold workshops to inspire teachers with teaching
ideas to set extensive reading tasks in an effective way.

10. Train students so they have the reading skills that
make reading more interesting and enjoyable.

11. Focus on different skills in the assessment.

12. Dedicate special lessons to extensive reading
activities so teachers as well as students will have
time to do it in the proper way

13. Apply an extensive reading programme in cycle
one schools (Y1-Y4) so students can develop
their reading habits.

14. Hold post-class discussions to develop the
speaking fluency skills.
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4. To present an alternative solution for better school
distribution spatial planning that may help deci- . .
sion-makers to take appropriate steps to develop in Sohar using GIS.
and improve the current schools distribution.

A Spatial Planning of Public Schools Distribution

A gaudl daea (g puted S 4o g0
1. The pattern type of distribution of schools in So-

har is clustered. .l
2. The school should be away from stream of wadi . G yie Ao L o Aladloes el |9 o ,5lt Aelalf Ayt
3. Al- Hikma and Al-Humbar schools are in the same ~ng~3“ il S

level of education which is cycle one. There were .

9P &4 e PN 4
built beside each other. The distance between el pole
these schools are less than 10 m. The total number e s (8|

of students at both of them is 1196 student. Nabawiyal 59@moe.om

I Th.e Ministry Qf Education‘should build clear cri- Oled Hdalu (lovs Anals

teria for selecting the location of schools.

2. Also, it should build one geodatabase infrastruc- AR
ture that can be utilized by all, and at the same time Library of Sohar University

can be published on the internet for public use. GIS: spatial planning: geospatial analysis; Sohar

3. The MOE Should use Geographic Information System

in planning process that support decision making. Public Schools Distribution in Sohar

4. The MOE should choose the location that is quiet i}
and a reasonable distance from sources of noise

for example, crowded roads. 1. To investigate the current locations of the public

schools distribution in Sohar.
5. Cycle one schools should be built beside or near

female schools. 2. To develop a framework using GIS for public
school distribution spatial planning in Sohar.
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